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Editorial
New Year brings immediate challenges 
Workers will continue to resist monopoly capital’s relentless attacks on wages, 

conditions and safety in the workplace. For the Rudd/Gillard government’s Fair 
Work Australia, a paler version of WorkChoices, it’s business as usual to protect 
the monopoly corporations’ profi t making above all else. The fi ght against the 
anti-democratic and repressive ABCC will continue to galvanise workers and 
many others. The working class will resist, but needs a deeper awareness of the 
main class forces in Australia, not only in its daily clashes with capital, but also 
for the future direction of the entire class struggle. 

Two years of the Rudd Labor government snuggling up to big business has 
started to dim the previously high expectations of many workers. The shift in 
Liberal leadership back to open reaction, and its declarations of restoring the 
old WorkChoices, opens the way for compromising watering down workers’ 
demands and struggles. It will be used by Labor, and plays into the hands of 
the entire ruling class. Class conscious workers will guard against these traps 
that could lead to further sell-outs. Drawing on lessons from experiences like 
the Your Rights at Work, Worth Fighting For campaign should instil confi dence 
and reaffi rm the power of the organised and mobilised working class.

There are other equally urgent matters requiring the Australian people’s 
attention. After Copenhagen, the obvious way on climate warming and 
protecting the environment lies with mass mobilisations of ordinary people. 
Solutions are available and could be put to use immediately. But, as long as the 
economy is in the clutches of monopoly capital and multinational corporations, 
little signifi cant change will come.  

The rights and living conditions of Indigenous Australians and shameful 
land grabs by mining monopolies are crying out for action and solidarity. A 
national struggle by teachers and parents for a properly funded, inclusive public 
education system that values and respects teachers and students and does not 
promote individualistic dog-eat-dog capitalist competition in our children, is 
gathering momentum. Better public hospitals and healthcare is another critical 
demand. Demands to revitalise and expand Australia’s manufacturing industry 
continue to attract wide support.

This year’s state and federal elections will consume a lot of attention.  There 
are pitfalls in shifting the focus away from the main task of building people’s 
mass movements and organisation on the ground. Whilst most people still have 
faith in parliament – with growing degrees of cynicism – reinforcing capitalist 
illusions that parliament is the main vehicle for change and the answer to many 
problems, abandons the workers and the people to capitalist ideas, weakening 
their capacity to organise and fi ght as a class.  

At the base of these immediate problems lies the imperialist domination of 
Australia by international capital and multinational corporations who control 
the main economic and political life lines of the country. The longer term job of 
freeing Australia from imperialist domination arises from today’s battles and is 
the fi rst stage along Australia’s path to socialism.

will receive no housing until they 
surrender their traditional rights to land 
and sign 40-year leases. 

The discriminatory welfare 
quarantining or income management, 
which required the suspension of the 
NT Racial Discrimination Act (RDA), 
has only led to greater poverty, social 
dislocation and community tension.  

And yet the Federal Government 
plans to extend compulsory welfare 
quarantining to non-Aboriginal 
Territorians and then to other “areas 
of social disadvantage” around the 
country.

This is a desperate act to hide the 
racist bias of intervention measures 
and will only end up hurting other poor 
communities.  The expansion of welfare 
quarantining should be opposed.

The latest Federal Government 
progress report on the intervention 
for the fi rst time makes some pre- and 

post-intervention statistics available for 
prescribed communities.

Child health care referrals and 
specialist audiological and dental 
referrals are down, yet reports of child 
malnutrition are up. This is despite, 
or perhaps because of, the restriction 
of 15,000 BasicsCards holders to 85 
licensed stores and $200 million of 
Aboriginal income being “managed”.

Alcohol, drug and substance abuse 
incidents are all up, and there are more 
domestic violence incidents, despite a 
far greater police presence.

Adding to the tensions is the push 
to get people out of “remote” (from 
what? from whom?) homelands and 
into a handful of centralised “hubs” and 
the severe restrictions on the use and 
teaching of Aboriginal languages.

Aboriginal communities don’t deny 
that measures are needed to address 
problems in their communities. But 
they want to be involved in fi nding the 
solutions. They want to be empowered 
through genuine processes of 

by Nick G.

Aboriginal leaders are calling for 
a national day of action against the 
Northern Territory intervention and 
for Aboriginal rights on Saturday 13 
February, 2010.

This is to mark the second anniversary 
of Kevin Rudd’s apology to the Stolen 
Generation.

They intend to state loudly and 
clearly that “Sorry’ means you won’t 
do it again!”

This refers to the fact that the 
injustices of racism inherent in the 
creation of the Stolen Generation and 
revived by the Howard Government’s 
August 2007 NT intervention, are being 
repeated by the government of Prime 
Minister Rudd who apologised to the 
Aboriginal people two years ago.

Removing Aboriginal control 
over Aboriginal communities and 

subordinating Aboriginal interests to 
those of giant mining, pastoral and 
fi nance companies was at the heart of 
the intervention.

To justify this craven service to the 
corporations, the Howard government 
demonised Aboriginal communities as 
places where “rivers of alcohol” fl owed 
and children were sexually abused.

Indeed, the little children were 
abused – by the Government – which 
based its intervention on a report into 
their circumstances and then ignored 
the recommendations that arose from 
the report, implementing only two of 
the ninety-seven that were proposed.

Going backwards

So what has this extraordinary 
military-led intervention into NT 
Aboriginal communities achieved?

What is has not achieved is housing.  
Not a single house has been built and 
communities are being told that they 

consultation and decision-making.
“We are fed up with the federal 

government’s controls and measures...
forced onto us from the outside,” said 
Richard Downs, spokesperson for the 
Alywarr people at Ampilatwatja, who 
have established a special protest camp. 
“We are outcasts, isolated from all 
decision-making,” he added

But both the Howard and Rudd 
governments are committed to serving 
the interests of imperialism and the 
giant corporations at the heart of its 
operation.

Still playing “Father knows best”, 
Rudd has broken his promise to reinstate 
the NT Racial Discrimination Act by 
October 2009 and has indicated through 
Minister Jenny Macklin that even when 
the Act is reinstated, the provisions 
that allow for “special measures” to 
benefi t Aboriginal people will be used 

to continue income management and
other discriminatory practices of the
intervention.

The planning of actions for February 
13 is underway for Alice Springs,
Sydney and Melbourne. No doubt
actions in other cities will be announced
in the near future and will be strongly
supported. 

 
Demands for the protest are:

Stop the NT intervention – Sorry • 
means you won’t do it again
Reinstate the RDA - racism is • 
not a special measure
Land rights, not leases• 
Quarantine racism, not welfare• 
Self-determination - not • 
assimilation
Aboriginal controlled housing • 
and services for all communities

Aboriginal leaders call for 
big February 13 protest



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


