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Ampilatwatja house is a victory for genuine Aboriginal leadership

by Nick G.

Elders of the Alyawarr people of
Ampilatwatja, 340kms northeast of
Alice Springs, have won a decisive
victory over the racist Northern
Territory intervention.

Last July they led their people away
from the Ampilatwatja township, where
they had been subjected to compulsory
welfare quarantining, had lost their
community store, and where inadequate
and overcrowded housing had continued
to deteriorate, with sewerage spilling
across floors.

They set up a protest camp 3
kilometres away and immediately
issued an appeal to trade unions and
other groups for support.

On February 14 they welcomed
supporters and friends to the opening
of a new house built at the protest
campsite.

Martin O’Malley, SA State Secretary
of the CFMEU, spoke to Vanguard
about the house and its significance.

“We first heard about this from
John Hartley, an Aboriginal man
originally from Queensland who works
with us, and who has close links to
elders on the Anangu-Pitjantjatjara-
Yakunytjatjara (APY) lands up on the
SA-NT border. The elders up there
come to the conclusion that something
very important was going on at
Ampilatwatja.

“Abit later [ had a phone call from our
National Secretary Dave Noonan who
put us in touch with Paddy Gibson from
the Stop the Intervention Collective
in Sydney, and then Richard Downs
from Ampilatwatja phoned. He’d
been talking to John Hartley, so that
connection had already been made.

“Richard came to Adelaide over
the holidays and we met and arranged
to go to see a bloke who builds
dongas (prefabricated transportable
accommodation) for the mining
industry. He and Richard had a mutual
friend and through him this builder had
offered to provide a new concept house
for the protest camp. He already had
a great regard for Aboriginal people,
having worked with them out in the
bush, and he was happy to help.

“Through the union we agreed to get
a few trades people up to Ampilatwatja
to help build the house.

“There were a few problems, chiefly
with transporting the stuff up there, but
we worked through it to the point that
when the builder finished cutting the
last panels on a Saturday, two trucks
were up at Ampilatwatja delivering it
on the following Wednesday.

“By the weekend, the house was
erected and virtually complete.”

~ ABORIGIN.

Alyawarr people and supporters celebrate the completed house

Martin was particularly appreciative
of the volunteers who went to
Ampilatwatja to help put up the house.

“A group of volunteers, including
some from overseas, went up to do
the concreting for no other reason
than to send a message to the Federal
Government about why virtually
no houses had been built under the
Intervention.

“They worked their rings off. They
had two mixers, out in the bush and
in the 40 plus degree heat. Can you
imagine putting a house slab down
like that and getting it level...it’s quite
bloody amazing! It took them three
days — anyhow, they did it.”

For most of the three years of the
Intervention and despite the allocation
of hundreds of millions of Federal
funds, no houses had been built for
Aboriginal communities. It was a
scandal of such huge proportions that
two NT Aboriginal politicians resigned
in protest and the survival of the NT
Government was threatened.

“The carpenter we sent up said that
in five days, with this method, you
pour the concrete, you’ve got the right
equipment and you’ve got a house up
and finished within a few days. The
most the Federal Government has done
in three years is to have just recently
finished six houses.

“The significance of this is that if
the hundreds of millions of Federal
Government money went straight to
the people it was intended for, instead
of passing through the bureaucracy
and the profiteers along the way, and if
those people came straight to us, to the
unions, or someone else commercially
prepared to do the right thing, in a year

you could have thousands of houses put
up.”

However, Martin does not believe
there is any commitment at senior
Government levels to addressing
the housing needs of Aboriginal
communities.

“It’s all window-dressing because
they don’t want to build homes where
the people want them, because that’s in
areas where mining camps might want
to go.

“In a general sense, it’s all about
assimilation, about moving the
Aboriginal people away from their
traditional grounds, traditional
culture and assimilating them into the
mainstream of white capitalist society.

“These people who are leading the
country have no interest in having a
black person who is intimately involved
with their own traditional culture
because while there’s a single black
person living in a traditional way it’s
proof of the theft by colonialism, that’s
still going on.

“And there are some good people,
decent people with good hearts
working in the bureaucracy but they
can’t see past the next piece of paper.
Whole careers are built on preserving
problems, making sure they don’t go
away because the jobs that take up so
much of the money that never gets to
the Aboriginal people would go away
with the problems.

So what, according to O’Malley, was
the significance of the house?

“Well it’s more than the unions
just patting themselves on the back
— justifiably — for taking action in
solidarity with the Aboriginal people.

“And it’s more than just heaping

shame on Macklin and the Government
and exposing their hypocrisy and lack
of action, although that’s important
too.

“The very powerful thing about this
is that it has brought to the forefront
the voice of the elders, the people who
represent the Law, the Land and the
Languages of a continuous culture that
capitalism is still trying to annihilate.

“Around the country, the elders are
saying ‘Now is the time, we’ve got
to do something.” They’re really at a
crossroads and they know if they don’t
retain their fundamental culture and
their laws side by side with our culture
and our laws then a surviving culture
of 40-60,000 years will be lost, and
with it will go the last barriers to the
multinationals and the money-makers
grabbing whatever they want in this
country.

“It just takes a bit to think about
the enormity of what all that means.
Capitalism is happy for this just to die
— it wants and needs it to go away so
they can get on with making all their
money.

“But the elders of the Alyawarrt
walked out on the Intervention and
showed Macklin how easy it was to get
a house built.

“In  doing so they showed
where leadership in the Aboriginal
communities is really based.

“This is the real challenge to
capitalism. No matter how many false
‘leaders’ they put forward, the real
leaders of the Aboriginal people are
still there and with the example of the
Alyawarr they will find ways to cut
through all the crap and make their
voices heard.”





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


